


AFRICAN EXPLORER HOLGATE RECEIVES 
NEW MAP SHOWING SEYCHELLES 

AS THE CENTER OF THE WORLD
African explorer Kingsley 
Holgate has been presented 
with the first copy of the 
new Seychelles map during 
his recent visit in the 
Seychelles Islands.
He was presented with the 
map by the chief executive 
of the Seychelles Tourism 
Board, Alain St Ange, in the 
presence of his deputy, Elsia 
Grandcourt and tourism 
consultant Glynn Burridge.
The new map was recently 
commissioned by the Seychelles Tourism Board to local graphics designer Erwin 
Burian. 
Mr Holgate was in Seychelles with wife Gill and son Ross, on their last leg of an 
African tour that has taken over 30 years to complete. This tour has led them to 
every country on the continent.
The Holgates ended their tour of Africa in Seychelles, which would also be the 
final chapter of their travelogue, Mamma Africa, entitled ‘Seychelles: saving the 
best til’ last’.
 “It is fitting that Mr. Holgate, as an iconic African explorer, should receive our 
new map which he wishes to include in his forthcoming book, Mamma Africa,” 
commented Mr St Ange.
“This new map of the Seychelles Archipelago has been designed to fill an impor-
tant information gap about Seychelles as many people still do not seem to know 
exactly where on the world map the islands are located and what they represent 
as a tourism destination.”
 Mr St Ange noted that the new Seychelles map also fulfils the important function 
of situating the Seychelles at the centre of the world map, where it once existed 
during the time of the ancient supercontinent of Gondwanaland more than 150 
million years ago. 
“Today, we have re-discovered our true position on the world map which 
effectively traces our transition ‘From the heart of Gondwanaland to the centre 
of the world’,” explained Mr St Ange.

The Miss Seychelles beauty pageant 
will be making its return next year 
on the country’s calendar of events.
The contest is expected to make its 
dashing comeback in July 2012 and it 
is the Seychelles Tourism Board who 
will now host and organize the 
event.
The organizers have already started 
negotiations to partner with the 
annual Miss Southern African 
International and the Miss World 
Pageant, in a bid to bring the 
pageant to international level.
As part of her winning package, the 
winning beauty queen will partici-
pate in the Miss World Contest and 
the Miss Southern African Interna-
tional, as well as become the face of 
the country at some of the tourism 
trade fairs overseas.
Earlier this year, the Miss Southern 
African International’s organizers 
themselves approached Seychelles 

SEYCHELLES BRINGS BACK 
MISS SEYCHELLES  

to support and send its representative 
to the inaugural edition contest which 
was held in Zambia in July. Since 
Seychelles did not have a reigning 
princess, it chose to rather support 
the pageant by sponsoring a prize for 
the winner which was a one-week 

stay in the Seychelles, with accommodation at a Le Meridien hotel.
The winner was Miss Tanzania, Nelly Kamwelu, followed by Paulina 
Malulu of Namibi as 1st runner up, and Percivia Chimfwembe of 
Zambia as 2nd runner up. 
The chief executive of the Seychelles Tourism Board, Alain St Ange, has 
said it is important for Seychelles to get its own beauty queen because 
it would help to raise the island’s profile and in so doing help increase 
the visibility of Seychelles.
“We definitely need a face to represent our beautiful country at such 
international contests. It is also nice when we will be able to join the 
list of tourism destinations coming to tourism trade fairs with their 
winning contestants and in so doing increase visibility of our country. 
We have many intelligent and pretty young ladies, we need to open 
new doors for them as they will help us in our mission of promoting 
our country,” said Mr St Ange.

The Zanzibar Minister for Information, Culture and Tourism, Jihad 
Abdillah Hassan, has met with the chief executive of the 
Seychelles Tourism Board, Alain St Ange, to discuss cooperation 
links between the two countries.
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The meeting followed the Seychelles Evening in Dar Es Salaam 
when Mr St Ange had been invited to address the diplomats 
accredited to Tanzania, the press and the travel trade in the 
presence of Minister Hassan.
 It was agreed during the meeting that Seychelles will be assisting 
the island of Zanzibar through a working visit by the head of the 
Seychelles Tourism Academy, Flavien Joubert and the head of the 
e-marketing section at the Seychelles Tourism Board, Nathali Pillay.
The aim of this visit is to exchange ideas and share, on one hand, 
the successes of Seychelles in training for the future in order for 
Seychelles to claim back its tourism industry and on the other 
hand, to showcase the drive by Seychelles in the field of online 
marketing.
 "Seychelles is today seen as a leader in the field of tourism. We 
know that we depend on that key industry and as such we have no 
room for mediocrity. We have to succeed and in so doing, ensure 
the pillar of our economy remains solid and on a good footing," 
said Mr St Ange after the meeting.
"Our neighbours are today ready to meet and share experiences. 
We in Seychelles believe in this cross border cooperation because 
this helps to strenghten our region as a whole." 

Mr St. Ange at the breakfast meeting in Tanzania

Mr Holgate (middle) receives the new 
Seychelles map from Mr St.Ange & Mr Burridge
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